
Giant Puffballs  

from Rosemary Royle 

I think one of the most dramatic of all fungi 
is the Giant Puffball. I had read about these 
before seeing them – I had a copy of “Food 
for Free” by Richard Mabey and so I knew 
what to look for and was exceptionally 
pleased to find one near our home in West 
Berkshire many years ago. We sliced it and fried it in bacon fat – it was truly delicious! 
And the lovely suede-y texture of the skin was delightful. Since then, we have seen a 
couple in the hedge near Maryborough Farm but that is all.  

So I was intrigued to see a post on Tish Topics to the effect that one farmer has 
collected large numbers of Giant Puffballs and was offering them to all comers! I do 
hope they went to good homes! And I also hope that maybe a few were left alone in 
order to guarantee progeny in the years to come. Each Giant puffball has up to seven 
billion spores. I’ll leave with a quote from Food for Free which says it all: 

  

 


